Detection and recovery of mycobacterial species by the radiometric method have been previously reported (1, 2) . Recent been missed owing to contamination if 7H10 and L-J had been the only media used. The greater recovery of the M. avium complex in 7H12 (95.2%) than on L-J and 7H10 (71.4%) media may reflect a difference in sensitivity for the recovery of the M. avium complex. Because the M. avium complex usually occurs in small numbers in sputum, it is also possible that the few bacilli present may end up on the edge of an L-J slant or 7H10 plate and not be detected. With the 7H12 medium, all of the inoculum is delivered into the medium.
Our experience indicates that 7H12 medium used in conjunction with conventional media appears to maximize the recovery of mycobacteria. Moreover, the detection and final identification of most cultures was more rapid when the radiometric method was used.
